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ALK Positive UK recently attended the British Thoracic Oncology Group 3-day 

conference in Dublin. Debra Montague , our Chairman, and Rachel Sands, 

Fundraising Lead, represented the charity where we had a stand which was visited 

by many of the delegates.  

We have summarised the outcomes achieved below. 

We met many key ALK experts and now have a bank of potential speakers for 

futures meetings as they all volunteered their time at no cost - 

Dr Shobhit Bajial,  

Dr Alastair Greystoke, Newcastle 

Dr David Gillian, Cambridge 

Dr Riyaz Shah, Kent 

We still have Dr Sanjay Popat, Royal Marsden, Dr Fabio Gomes, Chrisites, and Dr 

Rohit Lal, Guys’ London as future speakers. 

We met with the medical teams for Roche (Alectinib), Takeda (Brigatinib) and Pfizer 

(Loratinib) and they all expressed an interest in working with ALK Positive UK, 

although nothing was confirmed. 

Roche asked if we would agree to our name, logo and contact details being included 

in their patient materials for Alectinib. We agreed as this will be a fantastic 

opportunity for newly diagnosed patients to find out about our support group. 

Takeda confirmed that they will include our name, logo and contact details in any 

materials they develop if/when Brigatinib is approved by NICE. 

Pfizer suggested a meeting to gauge our thoughts on the positioning of the 

treatment options going forward. 

Roche, Takeda and Pfizer confirmed they would be very happy to support our meet-

ups with a grant to cover the meeting costs and potentially travel costs for those 

attending the meetings. 

Dr Shobhit Bajial, based in the Midlands, requested we arrange a meeting in 

Birmingham as there are quite a few ALK-positive patients based across the 

Midlands. We explained we don’t presently have many of those patients in the 



support group, so he will need to raise awareness of the group to ensure a good 

attendance. We have been in discussions following the conference and have agree 

on 7Th September as the date. Dr Bajial agreed to speak at this meeting. 

We have agreed to meet with the West Midlands Lung Cancer Nurses Forum to raise 
awareness of our support group with their members. 

As well as many delegates taking our materials at the stand, 17 have requested for 
the material to be posted to them directly, which has been actioned. 
 
Dr Fabio Gomes presented a poster to the conference and he recognised the 
contribution ALK Positive UK has made to the development of a national database of 
ALK-positive patients. 

The Roche Global Medical Lead requested a meeting to discuss a national database 
of ALK-positive patients and their treatments. We will keep everyone informed if 
this is taken forward and will obviously link in Dr Fabio Gomes at Christies 

We are going to be working with a patient with EGFR NSCLC to support her in setting 

up a similar support group in the UK for all EGFR patients and carers as she believes 

they would benefit from a similar group. 

As you can see, we had a very productive time with many people congratulating us 

on our achievements to date. We will of course keep you updated on any 

developments especially the grants to support our meet-ups. 

 


